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Proceedings o f  Learned Societies. 71 

les esp~ces ¢ul le composent, et description d'une nouvelle esp~ce de 
cette division. Par M. De Lafresnaye.--The author makes out six 
species, including his undeseribed one, to be now known in this li- 
mited South American genus. The new species figured under the name 
of 3I. dimidiatus seems to be identical with the R. melanogaster of 
Swain. described in Lardner's "Animals in Menageries, '  p. 359, and 
if so the latter name must give way. I t  is said by Lafresnaye to be 
brought from the soutl~ern part of Mexico, and is entirely of a bril- 
liant scarlet, inclining to rich purple on the head and neck, and with 
the wings, tail, and centre of the belly deep black. Mr. Swainson 
gives Peru as the locality for his species.--2.  Continuation of the 
"Synopsis Avium, ab Alcide D'Orbigny."--3. Continuation of " Voy- 
age de la Favorite," Classe 11L Reptiles, illustrated by five p la tes .  

JLivralson 4 me, 7 me annde. 
1. Documents pour servlr t~ l'hlstoire naturelle des Cdphalopodes 

cryptodibranches, par M. Rang. These "documents" are not com- 
pleted ; what we have published commence a series of notes OH the 
genus Argonauta, and are accompanied by three figures of the A. Argo 
in different positions in the shell . --2.  Ddscriptlon de trois nouvelles 
esp~ces de Paludinesfossiles, par M. Charles D'Orbigny, with figures. 
- -3 .  Forficula parallela, Westwood. A native of Mexico. Figured. 
- -4 .  HelopsLanipes, Fabricius : description and figures of the states of 
the imperfect insect . - -5.  Insectorum nonnullorum exoticorum e fami. 
lia Cynlpldarum descrlptiones, auctore J.  O. Westwood. Zeiopteron 
peras, West .  Italia scalpellator, West.  Shortly described. The two 
first figured in outl ine.--6.  Genus Conura, Spinola. Conura flave- 
scens, shortly described and figured.--7. Xiphlcera, LatreiUe. X. Cater- 
naultii, Lelsthamel, n. s., described by Baron Leisthame], and illus- 
trated with a coloured figure; and X.Pierr~ttil, described by Blanchard, 
and also illustrated by a eoloured enga'aving : both are considered new 
to science, and of the last the describer is aware of only a single spe- 
cies. The first is a native of Cayenne, the latter of Brazil. 

PROCEEDINGS OF LEARNED SOCIETIES.  
L I I ~ A N  SOCIETY.  

Jan. 16, 1838 .~Mr .  Forster, V. P., in the Chalr. 

Read a Paper on the Structure of Cuscuta europeea. By CHARLES 
C. BABINGrOX, Esq., M.A., F.L.S.  

The descriptions and figures of this plant given in the various 
works on our native plants are very imperfect, Mr. Babington's 
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72 Linncean Society. 

observations on recent specimens gathered in Sussex, in company 
with Mr. Bower, confirm the statement of Mr. Brown as to the ex- 
istence of scales in the tube of the corolla, a fact denied both by 
Sir J. E. Smith and Sir W.  Hooker, who, however, appear to have 
examined dried specimens. These scales are transparent, closely 
pressed to the corolla, and very minute, so that they are easily over- 
looked, even in recent specimens, and in dried ones it is scarcely 
possible to discern them. They are bicuspidate, erect, and situated 
at the inner base of the filaments, which they partially inclose. 
Their form and position appear to have been first accurately described 
by Raymond, as recorded by R6mer and Schultes. Reichenbach 
describes and figures them as palmate, and as situated at the base of 
the tube, so that it  is probable his plant is different from ours, as 
Mr. Babington suggests. The nature of these scales is not well under- 
stood : by most botanists they are regarded as a"vorticil of abortive 
stamens, and by Reichenbach as petals ; but their situation always 
within the stamens, and opposite to them, appears to refute both these 
opinions. Analogous scales occur ia  Hydrophylle~e. 'I"ae following 
characters are given by Mr. Babington of our British species : 

C. europcea, florum glomerulis bracteatis sessillbus, squamis bifidis erectis, 
tubo corollae per anthesin cylindrico, fructiferre ventricoso, adpressis. 

C. Eplthymum, florum glomerulis braeteatls sessflibus, squamis palmato- 
sectis conniventibus, tubo c, orollm cylindrico limbo campanulato. 

A third species of this curious genus has very lately been added 
to our Flora by Mr. J. E. Bowman, F.L.S. ,  namely the C..Epilinum 
of Weihe. (Reich. Ic. t. 500. f i  693.) 

Feb. 6, Mr. For~ter, V.P., in the Chair . - -Mr.  Newman, F.L.S.,  
exhibited a specimen of a variety of Nephrodlum dilatatum gathered 
in Ireland, and remarkable for the great size of its sori. 

Mr. Henry Doubleday exhibited a specimen of Lavatera Olbla, from 
the banks of a road lately cut through Epping Forest, where the plant 
was growing in abundance, and apparently naturalized. 

Read the commencement of a paper by John Hogg, Esq., M.A., 
F.L.S. ,  on the classification of Amphibia. 

ZOOLOGICAL S O C I E T Y .  

September 12th,--Dr.  Bostock in the Chalr . --Some observations 
were made by Dr. Andrew Smith, Corresp. Member, on the necessity 
for a revision of the groups included in the Linn~can genus Squalus. 

Dr. Smith commenced with stating that in the course of his ex- 
amination of the Sharks which he had obtained while at the Cape, 
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